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2011 was a huge year – significant in 
our achievements and the difficulties 
we faced as an organisation as well as 

in the extraordinary number of people who 
contributed to a successful year’s end. As such, 
although I would normally end this message 
with my ‘thank yous’, this is where I would like 
to start. 
 
First and foremost on behalf of the Board and 
the SAWC our thanks go to Barbara Wiesner 
who retired in December after 23 years at the 
helm. Barbara worked right up until the last 
day (and a few after that) with utmost grace, 
professionalism and care, never losing her 
passion and steadfast support of the South 
Australian writing community. Her farewell, 
which coincided with the St Lucy’s Day Party, 
was a fitting tribute and a wonderful send-off. 
 
As you are aware, we went from a position 
of grave concern about our financial status. 
This was mainly due to the restructure of the 
Australia Council’s literature program and 
reduction of funding as we transitioned to a 
national model through Writing Australia. 
 
It was one of those shining examples where 
communities pull together at times of crisis. 
 
I wish to personally thank our members who 
came forward with all manner of assistance, 
from donations through to giving their time, 
ideas and personal support. I also acknowledge 
the Board for dedicating their time and support 
and, in particular, our Treasurer Margaret 
Merrilees for all the extra time she volunteered 
over this period. And last but not least, a huge 
thankyou to Jude, Lesley and Malcolm – and 
our team of dedicated volunteers – for their 
fortitude and good humour in these most 
difficult circumstances! 

Our landlord Malcolm Reid Pty Ltd responded 
with generosity to our needs by reducing the 
SAWC rental until June 2012. SAWC then 
received a one-off grant from the Premier 
Mike Rann to assist with the delivery of our 
program, recognising our ‘work with artists’, 
our ‘role in making art in the community’ and 
our ‘contribution to South Australia’s cultural 
identity.’ This was followed by two successful 
grant applications. The first grant was from 
the Richard Llewellyn Trust to continue the 
Disability Writer-in-Residence Program. The 
second grant from Perpetual Trustee for a 
project titled ‘Seniors tell their Stories’, which 
enabled the SAWC to employ a writer for 9 
months to work at a Salisbury aged care facility 
in partnership with Helping Hands Aged Care. 
 
These things combined to change our fortunes 
and put us back on track to finish out the year. 
 
In addition to a significant program of projects, 
workshops, festivals and events that were 
delivered in 2011 (see the Director’s report), 
we also were successful in our submission 
for triennial funding through Arts SA. Our 
funding is secured through to 2014 conditional 
upon some strategic changes to the way we do 
business and outcomes for the organisation. 
 
Our focus for 2012 will be on further 
development of the 5 year strategic plan for 
the organisation, taking into account the many 
changes that writers are now faced with and 
the wonderful opportunities this give us. In late 
November, we appointed Sarah Tooth to the 
position of Director who will work closely with 
the Board, staff and membership to continue 
to build a vibrant and diverse community of 
writers connected to the Centre. 
 
Our mission will not change: fostering, 
developing and promoting South Australian 
writers and writing. However, we must 
constantly review the needs of our members 
as well as the global trends to ensure that 
we provide relevant and timely development 
training, information and opportunities to all of 
those whose passion is the written word. 
Sadly this AGM will see two of our Board 
members leaving us. I would like to personally 
thank and acknowledge Margaret Merrilees 
for her long time commitment and steadfast 

Chair’s Report Sandy Verschoor
The SA Writers’ Centre: 25 Years Serving the Writing 

Community of South Australia
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professionalism as Treasurer for the SAWC. 
Mag, as you may be aware, won this year’s 
Premier Prize for Unpublished Manuscript, 
which means her long held dream will now 
come true. We sincerely wish her all the very 
best and hope to join her at her book launch 
in the near future. I also wish to thank and 
acknowledge Steve Evans, our Deputy Chair, 
who somehow always managed to squeeze 

SAWC into his busy schedule and give us the 
benefit of his wise council and experience. 
 
I have been very proud to Chair the SAWC this 
past year and look forward to the exciting times 
ahead of us.

Treasurer’s Report
Mag Merrilees
From a financial point of view 2011 was 

a roller-coaster ride. We finished 2010 
with a deficit of $13,485 and started 2011 

knowing that another deficit was a possibility, 
especially given that Australia Council fund-
ing was channelled through Writing Australia, 
and our share was greatly reduced. We believed 
that we could manage the situation, but by June 
it was obvious that our financial position was 
worsening. 
 
The Board and Director took various emergency 
steps. Firstly, we appealed to our members 
for help and, thanks to you all, raised nearly 
$13,000, a wonderful achievement. Secondly, 
we were able to negotiate a 50% reduction in 
our rent, a saving of $18,000 from June 2011 to 
June 2012. Thirdly, we were lucky enough to re-
ceive a $15,000 one-off grant from the Premier. 
 
As a result we were able to end 2011 with a 
surplus of $2,837. At December 31 our bank 

balance was $94,898 and our current assets 
of $103,633 were in excess of our liabilities 
of  $88,024. Members funds (‘equity’) were 
$29,829. 
 
Despite the small surplus for 2011 we still face 
significant challenges, especially as the reduc-
tion in our rent will end in June. We need to 
economise wherever possible, appeal again to 
our generous donors, and find new sources of 
sponsorship and project funding. 
 
Thanks to Barbara Wiesner and Lesley Beasley 
for keeping the accounts in meticulous order in 
2011, and to Sarah Tooth, who has brought her 
skills and enthusiasm to bear on the challenges 
of 2012.

“The support I received from the Centre, its staff members, the Director and 
my fellow team members was second to none. I felt my self confidence and 
my enthusiasm to be involved in the local writing community soar, mainly 

due to this support.  To be taken and be seen seriously as a writer was a life 
altering occurrence for me.”

       Centre Member

“I cannot emphasise strongly enough that the existence of the SAWC has 
been integral to my successful writing career (both here and overseas).”

       Centre Member
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Director’s Report: 
Sarah Tooth
In 2011, the SA Writers’ Centre successfully 

delivered a range of programs and services 
to members, the writing community and 

beyond. 
 
Despite a year of significant financial challeng-
es, and the increased workload on staff from our 
involvement with Writing Australia, there were 
many highlights and a number of new exciting 
projects initiated. 
 
The establishment of Writing Australia was of 
key importance in 2011, being the new national 
organisation for writers, and one of the Aus-
tralia Council’s Literature Board ‘Key Organisa-
tions’, consisting of 5 founding member state 
centres: ACT, New South Wales, Victoria, 
Tasmania and South Australia. As with the 
establishment any new organisation, there were 
many challenges along the way, but SAWC’s 
involvement as a founding member of the 
organisation will bring great opportunities and 
benefits to South Australian writers in the fu-
ture. Indeed, these benefits have already begun 
to be realised. 
 
A number of other Writing Australia projects 
were under development in 2011, and the new 
National Touring Writers Program, managed 
by Writers Victoria, saw Arnold Zable visit 
Adelaide for a masterclass and networking din-
ner. By 2013, around 10 writers a year will be 
touring nationally, including South Australia 
writers, and shortly the National Residencies 
Project will be announced. 
 
As part of SAWC commitment to provid-
ing pathways for writers, we were extremely 
proud to have managed the inaugural National 
Unpublished Manuscript Award for Writing 
Australia, an award that is set to become the 
preeminent award of its type, being as it is 
unrestricted by age, geographic region or genre. 
The unexpectedly large number of entries 
(more than 400) is testament to the need for 
this award in the writing community. It was of 
course of great delight that South Australian 
writer and SAWC member Hannah Kent won 
the $10,000 cash award, and a mentorship 
from Geraldine Brooks. 
 
The Centre’s goal of engaging younger, early 
career writers was met through the appoint-

ment of six Youth Ambassadors: Prerna Ashok, 
Simon Collison, Emily Heidrich, Vanessa Jones, 
Ben Mylius and Connor O’Brien. This passion-
ate and extremely capable group worked on the 
Carclew Youth Arts funded project Dubnium, 
as well as participating in a range of SAWC 
activities. They bought a new energy to the 
Centre, and we look forward to their continuing 
involvement with us. 
 
In other programming for young writers, fund-
ing from Bendigo Bank, the CMV Foundation 
and Onkaparinga and Salisbury Councils meant 
SAWC could once again offer three Young Writ-
ers’ Nights and a Country Kids Workshop, and 
at the same time the popular WriteByte young 
writers’ online forum provides opportunities for 
participants to form ongoing connections and 
communities. 
 
SAWC was also successful in applying to the 
highly contested Perpetual Trustees fund for a 
Seniors Writer-in-Residence project, in col-
laboration with Helping Hand. This project 
continues to develop the SAWC goal of deliver-
ing writing projects that engage with the com-
munity, and sits as a wonderful complement to 
our ongoing and nationally unique Disability 
Writer-in-Residence project. Sharon Kernot has 
worked with more than 50 writers with a range 
of disabilities, and achieved excellent outcomes. 
We will be looking at ways to build on the suc-
cess of this project, and through our involve-
ment with Writing Australia, to advocate for 
disability writing projects on a national level. 
 
SAWC partnerships with Salisbury and Onka-
paringa councils continued in 2011, with both 
the Salisbury and SA Writers’ Festivals growing 
and developing in exciting ways. Salisbury Writ-
ers’ Festival added a ‘five minute pitch’ session 
allowing 24 writers the opportunity to talk 
with publishers Jon Appleton from Hachette 
and Caro Cooper from Text Publishing. The 
SA Writers’ Festival created a new Children’s 
Choice Award for writers and illustrators of 
children’s picture books. 
 
Despite lack of funding for a regional program, 
the Centre managed to self-fund two ‘Regional 
Writer Roadshows’, with groups of 3 writers 
hosting forums and workshops in Pt Lincoln 
and Moonta. Both of these regional visits were 



 
SA Writers’ Centre Annual Report 2011 6

well received and much appreciated by local 
writing communities. 
 
The Centre ran its usual series of workshops, 
and continued its Networking Dinner events, 
where local writers had the opportunity to 
network with special interstate guests such as 
Garth Nix, Sandra Thibodeaux, Arnold Zable 
and Peter Bishop, as well as local publishers, 
editors, academics and published authors. 
Thanks to its partnership with Seaview Press, 
SAWC published 2 anthologies, Where’s Pluto? 
(in partnership with City of Onkaparinga) and 
Mindshare (in partnership with the Mental 
Health Coalition). 
 
SAWC forays into the digital world continued to 
develop, with the website adding more func-
tionality and information, and the building of 
a social media presence. The website statistics 
show a rapid growth in uptake of these services, 
with pages such as “Author Profiles” receiving 
many thousands of views.  
 
A number of strategies were implemented dur-
ing 2011 to strengthen the Centre’s business 
performance, in the face of concerns about our 
future sustainability. Barbara began work-
ing with both ABaF and ArtSupport to build 
corporate sponsorship and private philanthropy 
programs. The most significant success was 
SAWC’s first foray into targeted philanthropy, 
and the Centre raised almost $13,000 in dona-
tions from members. This is to become an ongo-
ing project, whereby SAWC will be appealing to 
its members, supporters, and broader philan-
thropically-minded arts supporters to donate to 
a range of innovative new projects, designed to 
support South Australia’s writing community. 
 
The Centre also provided extensive support to 
writers and writing groups – hosting more than 
20 writing groups who meet regularly in the 

Centre, providing hundreds of one on one meet-
ings with members to assist them achieve their 
writing goals, and fielding many thousands 
of phone and email inquiries and requests for 
information. 
Of course the major event that 2011 will be 
remembered for is the retirement of its long-
term Director, Barbara Wiesner. After a rocky 
financial start to the year, Barbara, through her 
hard work and passion, left the Centre in sound 
shape, with triennial funding from Arts SA (at 
a time when other many other arts organisa-
tions suffered funding cuts), having negotiated 
a 50% reduction of rent, and having set the 
SAWC’s philanthropic program off on a success-
ful course.  

The annual St Lucy’s Christmas Party saw the 
Atrium packed with an unprecedented crowd 
of members and supporters who sadly bade her 
farewell. This special edition St Lucy’s party 
was also an opportunity for Hannah Kent to be 
presented with her $10,000 cheque, and saw 
the wonderful Sean Williams inducted as a Life 
Member of the Centre, joining South Australian 
luminaries Max Fatchen and Gillian Ruben-
stein. 

On behalf of Barbara, I’d like to thank the 
Board, who steered the Centre through finan-
cially difficult times, the dedicated staff Jude 
Aquilina, Malcolm Walker and Lesley Beasley, 
and the many volunteers who contributed their 
time, energy and enthusiasm to the organisa-
tion. I would like to personally thank Barbara 
for her generosity in so warmly welcoming me 
and attempting to hand over 23 years of knowl-
edge, experience and wisdom over a couple of 
extremely intense days. We will be building on 
her legacy in 2012 and beyond, to provide the 
best possible opportunities for our community 
of writers.

“I can honestly say that I would not be published had it not been for the 
SAWC. They have been an enormously useful resource. As writing is solitary 
pursuit, it helps to be able to speak to fellow writers so I greatly appreciate 

the assistance of the Centre’s staff and volunteers.”
       Centre Member

“SAWC’s support of me has been consistent and healthy, encouraging hard work and perspective. 
I am immensely grateful. It is an oasis of support in what can be at times an isolating world for 

emerging writers. THANK YOU SA Writers’ Centre! You Rock!”
         Centre Member
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“I regard the Writers’ Centre here in Adelaide 
as a unique institution, and the place a kind 

of oasis in Adelaide. Long may you continue to 
help and encourage writers.”

         Centre Member

2011 was a year of many changes and 
important milestones for the SA Writers’ 
Centre (SAWC). Most significantly we said 

goodbye to our much-loved, long-term Direc-
tor, Barbara Wiesner, who retired after 23 years 
of service. This is why I am writing this report, 
as our lovely new Director, Sarah Tooth, wasn’t 
around in 2011.  

Thanks to a dedicated team of volunteers, we 
mailed out Southern Write monthly with much 
laughter, chatter and readings from works-in-
progress. A huge ‘thank you’ to James Ogilvy, 
who oversaw these ‘folding days’ and created 
the unique atmosphere of work, fun and social-
ising. The team was chosen from 30 plus mem-
bers who volunteered their time each month so 
Southern Write arrived in the mailboxes of our  
members. With great appreciation, I thank this 
dedicated team of volunteers and look forward 
to seeing them quarterly, rather than monthly, 
in the future. 

The front office at the Centre was a hive of activ-
ity, with hundreds of visitors over the year and 
thousands of phone and email enquiries.  All 
ran smoothly thanks to the brilliant volunteer 
office support team: Jean Morris, Stephanie 
Thompson, Stephen Lord, Melanie Pryor and 
Izzy Stevens.  Never fazed about phones ringing 
and people lining up, these wonderful volun-
teers offered professionalism and a sense of 
humour, which kept me both up-to-date and 
sane as well.

Doreen Spurdens, SAWC’s Youth Project Of-
ficer, once again organised three Young Writers’ 
Nights, allowing hundreds of primary school 
aged writers to be encouraged and inspired.  
Without Doreen’s help these events would not 
have been possible.   SAWC’s Treasurer, Mag 
Merilees also volunteered regularly in the front 
office and at Young Writers’ Nights.  Mag also 
provided voluntary accounting assistance to 
Lesley when necessary.

SAWC’s excellent library, consisting mainly of 
books by South Australian authors, is single-
handedly maintained and cared for by Mark 
Caldicott.  Mark, our volunteer librarian, cata-
logues and accessions all book donations and 
keeps our library in perfect order.  He also gives 
talks and tours for student librarians and is a 
rich source of information about literature and 
library systems.  

Anne-Marie Smith volunteers at the Centre 
every Wednesday afternoon. She is a versatile 
and valuable member of our team, assisting 
with the organisation and maintenance of the 
kitchen, foyer and front office.  SAWC sponsors 
Adelaide PEN, and Anne-Marie also volunteers 
for PEN when necessary.  As Chair of Adelaide 
PEN, I greatly appreciate this, and would not 
be able to arrange events without Anne-Marie’s 
gracious and tireless assistance. 

During 2011, Jennie Cummings and Hakim 
Oerton assisted Malcolm Walker in his role as 
Communications Officer, with Jennie volun-
teering two or three days a week to work on the 
newsletter and other documents, and Hakim 
working on website maintenance.  

SAWC’s sponsors, Langmeil Winery, Inter-
node and Seaview Press donated wine, inter-
net service and book publication, all allowing 
substantial financial savings. University interns 
Ayesha Aggarwal and Sarah Bown also donated 
their time to assist in membership drives and 
marketing.  

I must also mention my wonderful colleagues: 
Communications Officer, Malcolm Walker; Ac-
countant Lesley Beasley; Writer-in-Residence 
for people with disabilities, Sharon Kernot; and 
James Ogilvy, resident pedant and proofreader.  
It was a pleasure working with you in our tight 
and happy team.  

At end of 2011, we held the biggest St Lucy’s 
Party ever: this was because it was combined 
with Barbara Wiesner’s farewell. Barbara gave 
a heartwarming speech about her years at the 
Centre, followed by Sean Williams thanking her 
for over two decades of excellent service. The 
new Director of the Centre, Sarah Tooth, was 
introduced, then staff and Board presented Bar-
bara with an engraved clock and a chiminea.

It was indeed a privilege to work at the SAWC 
during 2011, and I look forward to an exciting 
and strong future under our new Directorship 
with Sarah Tooth.

Around the Centre in 2011
Jude Aquilina
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ARTISTIC DEVELOPMENT

Masterclasses
     3 masterclasses were held with touring interstate writers Arnold Zable (in partnership with Writ-
ing Australia) and Sandra Thibodeaux (in partnership with Australian Poetry). 42 writers attended 
these masterclasses.
Longlines Program
     Our partnership with Varuna, a national Writers’ Centre based in NSW’s Blue Mountains, con-
tinued during 2011. Former Creative Director Peter Bishop held a series of individual and group 
discussions with 24 writers who had major writing projects. As a result, 5 SA writers received resi-
dencies at Varuna.
Consultations
     The SAWC continued its advisory service for writers wanting feedback on synopses, cover letters 
and creative writing. Consultations were by appointment with SAWC staff member Jude Aquilina. 
220 writers took advantage of this service.
Workshops and Courses
     SAWC held 21 workshops with 217 attendees and another ‘Writers’ Café’ with Carol Lefevre, an 
ongoing writing course with 10 participants, who went on to establish their own writing group that 
meets regularly at SAWC.
SAWC Youth Ambassadors
     6 young writers were selected to become SAWC Youth Ambassadors. These six received train-
ing and support through professional development workshops and mentoring. They formed the 
editorial team for the Dubnium project in dB magazine, which ran a full page of young SA writers’ 
work in 6 editions, from July – December. This team also participated in Salisbury Writers’ Festi-
val, SA Writers’ Festival and the Tea Tree Gully Festival, hosting workshops and panel sessions, and 
published articles in Southern Write, the SAWC newsletter. They were guests at a networking event, 
and one of the team, Ben Myluis, joined the SAWC board.
Writers with a Disability
     More than 50 writers with a disability received training, support and mentorship from Writer in 
Residence Sharon Kernot. Funded by SAWC and the Richard Llewellyn Arts and Disability Trust.
An adjunct to this program was SAWC partnership with the Mental Health Coalition. The SAWC 
and the MHC again partnered on the Mindshare website, and also ran a poetry competition to raise 
awareness about mental health. In 2011 there were 175 entries in the competition. There were seven 
winners in the following categories:  rural, metro, carers, indigenous, multicultural, masters, youth. 
Mindfields, an anthology of the winning entries from the last three years was published by Gin-
ninderra Press. It contains the work of 62 poets (31 SAWC members). The winning poems for 2011 
were painted onto large canvases with accompanying artwork. These were exhibited in the Atrium 
of the SAWC for one month.
Unpublished Manuscript Award
     SAWC successfully managed one of Writing Australia’s key programs, the Unpublished Manu-
script Award, which attracted more than 400 entries nationwide and involved four nationally 
renowned writers and editors as judges: Mark Macleod, Valerie Parv, Peter Bishop and Patrick Al-
lington. The first prize valued at $12,000 was awarded to SAWC member, Hannah Kent.
Touring Program
     SAWC hosted 2 regional SA tours of 3 writers each in 2011.
 • Ray Tyndale, Sharon Kernot and Malcolm Walker took part in the Port Lincoln 
  Writers’ Road show, delivering panel sessions and workshops, on 18 – 19 March. 
 • Steve Evans, Ken Vincent and Jude Aquilina took part in the Moonta Writers’ 
  Roadshow, delivering panel sessions and workshops, on 26 March. 
     Through SAWC’s partnership with Writing Australia, SA writer Fiona McInstosh toured 3 states 
delivering a series of successful workshops.

2011 Program of Activities
January-December 2011
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Professional Networking Events
     Four networking events were held, featuring visiting and local writers and industry representa-
tives, including:
 • Dinner with Peter Bishop
 • Dinner with Garth Nix, Brian Castro, Michael Bollen, Stephanie Johnston, 
  Laura Kroestch and Nick Prescott
 • Networking Dinner with Arnold Zable, Cath Kenneally, Sue Fleming, Liz Packer, 
  Dominque Wilson and the SAWC Youth Ambassadors.
 • the annual St Lucy’s End of Year party, featuring an award ceremony for the 
  national Unpublished Manuscript Award, bestowal of SAWC Life Membership to 
  Sean Williams, and a farewell to Director Barbara Wiesner.
Information for Writers
     The SAWC’s monthly newsletter, SAWC website and social media platforms provided informa-
tion, promoted SA writers, and gave opportunities for members to be published. The extensive 
library of SA writers and craft textbooks was available for use by members.

ARTS INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT

Writing Australia
     The company was constituted as a Pty Ltd, with the 5 member state-based writers centre Direc-
tors as Board Members and Colin Golvan was appointed to the Board as an independent Chair. 
Mary Delahunty was appointed National Director. Writing Australia provides core funding to the 5 
state writers centres, and each centre delivers one of 5 projects for Writing Australia, including:
  SA – Unpublished Manuscript Award (2011, 2012, 2013)
  Victoria – Touring Writers’ Program (2011, 2012, 2013)
  NSW – Webportal (2012, 2013)
  Tasmania – National Residencies Project (2012, 2013)
  ACT – National Writers’ Conference (2013)
Young Writers’ Nights
     Supported by Bendigo Bank, the CMV Foundation, and Salisbury and Onkaparinga Councils, 
3 Young Writers’ Nights were held in St Peter’s College, Tyndale School and Cardijn College. 397 
students from 78 schools, including 28 country schools, attended across the 3 nights, each sharing 
examples of their writing in small groups, led by published SA children’s writers. Also in attendance 
were approximately 800 accompanying family members. 23 writers took part, some appearing at 
more than one event. Vikki Wakefield, Robyn Opie and Allayne Webster gave  keynote addresses. 
Salisbury Writers’ Festival
     SAWC partnered with City of Salisbury for the seventh annual Salisbury Writers’ Festival.  The 
overall attendance was around 600, with a further 237 writers participating in associated competi-
tions. 24 writers ‘speed dated’ with a publisher from Text Publishing and Hachette. 30 writers sub-
mitted their first page to the Publishers Panel. The Back to the Future session for secondary school 
students was a success, with the Young Ambassadors presenting and promoting the event. 
SA Writers’ Festival 
     SAWC partnered with the City of Onkaparinga for the SA Writers’ Festival. 750 people attended 
the series of events, and 97 writers entered the Wirra Wirra Writers competition.  The SA Writers’ 
Festival was successful in spite of the late dissemination of the program. Participation was good 
and feedback extremely positive. 
     Tea Tree Gully Poetry Festival
The SAWC partnered with North East Writers Inc to present this festival in the North Eastern Sub-
urbs. Jude Aquilina was Poet in Residence and ran two information sessions at TTG Library. 350 
attended across events, and 1500 school children attended events by the Poets in Schools.
Langmeil Winery
     Poets and Platters took place on 27 April 2011. Langmeil Winery invited Bob Magor, Bill 
‘Swampy’ Marsh, Jude Aquilina, Louise Nicholas and Nigel Dey to take part. 250 people attended.
 
COMMUNITY INVOLVMENT
 
Writer in Residence for Seniors
     Funded by Perpetual Trustees, Patrick Allington was appointed as Seniors Writer in Residence 
and began the process of introducing himself to members of the community and advertising the 
service.
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Youth Activities
     In addition to the SAWC Youth Ambassadors project and the 3 Young Writers’ Nights, SAWC 
also hosts the WriteByte online forum for young writers, and hosted 2 Country Kids Workshops, 
where 49 students from 12 country schools worked with professional writers to refine their craft 
and connect with other young writers across the state.
Community Writing Groups
     SAWC hosts 20 writing groups that meet regularly in SAWC spaces. 27 book launches were held, 
up from 22 the previous year.
Readership Development
     As part of the SA Writers’ Festival the program Paragraphs & Pictures has children’s authors visit 
schools. A permanent exhibit, the Storybook Walk at Thalassa Park, features installations of much-
loved characters from Australian children’s books and poems. Two new works by Janeen Brian and 
Phil Cummings were commissioned for the 2011 Festival. 
     People’s Choice Award involved 37 reading groups attached to libraries across South Australia, 
voting on their favourite book from six titles by emerging South Australian writers. 
Members’ book are promoted through the SAWC website through their author profiles.
     As part of the Young Writers’ Nights, a commemorative program listing books, bios and photos 
of children’s authors was given to all participants: children, parents, librarians and teachers. A 
bookshop sold books at all three events.

SOUND BUSINESS PERFORMANCE

The SA Writers’ Centre was successful in its aims to create a break-even budget in 2011, a year 
which will saw the establishment of Writing Australia and as a consequence a reduction of $27,000 
funding from the Australia Council. 
     The Centre worked closely with Carol Haslam, a marketing expert, to develop corporate sponsor-
ship packages. This saw SAWC raise funds for Young Writers’ Nights from Bendigo Bank and the 
CMV Foundation.
     The Centre also worked with Louise Walsh from ArtSupport on a philanthropic giving program, 
which saw $12,923 raised in private donations. 
     The Director reduced working hours to 9 days a fortnight, and volunteer staff were put in place 
to work as receptionists and support staff.
     The website was redesigned to allow for cash transactions, alleviating pressure on administrative 
staff.
     A 12-month 50% reduction in rent was negotiated with landlord. 
     Membership dropped slightly from 1116 in 2010 to 1060 in 2011.
Marketing
     Staff conducted more than 15 radio and television interviews.
     More than 500 SAWC information packs distributed to tertiary creative writing students.
     Monthly hard copy newsletter and e-news.
     Miranda Starke developed marketing plan; Sarah Brown, a University of Adelaide intern, worked 
on social media strategies and online presence. 
     The new website continues to grow:
 • Total visits    35,152
 • Total page views   149,214
 • Average of pages visited   4.23
     Author profiles were very successful:
 • Total number of Authors Profiles 97
 • 2011 New Author Profiles in 2011 25
 • Total hits on Author Profile pages 37,780
     The Centre has now incorporated social media platforms into its marketing strategy. SAWC Fa-
cebook page has 900 followers, with 367 new likes in 2011, and 302 new Twitter followers.
     A total of 26 book launches were held at the SA Writers’ Centre in 2011.
     The SAWC offered a prize for a secondary student winner in the English Teachers’ Association 
Spring Poetry Competition and high achievement in the professional Writing Course at the Ad-
elaide Institute of TAFE.
     SAWC staff and volunteers dealt with over 17,000 enquiries by phone, email and in person.
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Thankyou to all our partners:
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